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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

MEETING MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION & REGULAR MEETING HELD 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2019 AT 4:30 P.M. 

 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a combined Work Session & Regular Meeting on Monday, 

January 7, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. in the Board Room at the White County Administration Building. Present for the 

meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, 

Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, Finance Director 

Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy.  

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Pastor Jeff Groves of The Bridge Church and the White County Ministerial 

Alliance provided the invocation. 

 

A proclamation was presented to Mr. Edsel Nix in recognition of his contributions to White County through his 

stewardship of natural resources and his generosity to the community. 

 

A public hearing was conducted for the land use application filed by Mr. Kyle Smith to request a conditional 

use permit at 566 Martin Drive Cleveland, Georgia 30528, tax map and parcel 019-183 total acres 4.66. The 

proposed use for the property was to be placed in a “short term vacation/ for rent by owner” program, with the 

present use being R-1 (residential, single family) district.  

 

Mr. John Sell, Director of Community & Economic Development, presented the application and advised that 

following the public hearing conducted by the Planning Commission, the Planning Commission’s 

recommendation was to deny the conditional use permit.  

 

Mr. Adam Smith, 926 Mountain Top Drive Marietta, GA 30062, introduced himself as a co-owner of the 

property and stated that he and his brother had purchased the property in September of 2018 as an occasional 

vacation getaway for their family and they wanted to also use the property as a short term vacation rental. He 

stated that through the Planning Commission’s public hearing process he was made aware of concerns of 

neighbors and they had implemented limitations on the number of guests (up to 4 adults & 2 children), the 

number of cars (2), they had installed cameras, prohibited firearms and pets, set a minimum stay of 2 days, and 

provided written correspondence to the neighbors with the owner’s contact information for them to notify them 

of any concerns. Mr. Smith expressed that has been willing to work with the neighbors on any concerns they 

have. He confirmed that he is currently collecting and remitting lodging tax to the county and has been renting 

the property since October 2018.  

 

Chairman Turner reviewed the procedure for land use public hearings.  

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for any comments in favor of the land use application filed by Mr. Adam 

Smith. Following three (3) calls for comments in support of the application and with their being no comments in 

support of the application – the floor was closed.    

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for any comments in opposition to the land use application filed by Mr. 

Adam Smith.  
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Mr. Cliff Stinehouse, 46 Cubeta Lane Cleveland, GA 30528 expressed his family’s concerns regarding the 

conditional use application as relates to their special needs children and having unfamiliar people in the 

neighborhood. He expressed appreciation to Mr. Smith for the parameters he has been willing to set; however 

he was still not comfortable with having a short term vacation rental in the neighborhood and the potential 

issues this could cause.  

 

Chairman Turner made two (2) additional calls for any comments in opposition to the land use application filed 

by Mr. Adam Smith. There were no additional comments and the floor was closed.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to deny the land use application filed by Mr. Kyle Smith to request a conditional use permit at 566 Martin Drive 

Cleveland, Georgia 30528, tax map and parcel 019-183 total acres 4.66 – with the proposed use for the property 

being to be placed in a “short term vacation/ for rent by owner” program. 

 

Chairman Turner spoke of the large volume of requests for conditional use permits for short term vacation 

rentals (in R-1, Single Family Residential) that the Board had been hearing for the past several months. He 

acknowledged that the short term vacation rental market via VRBO, AIRBNB, etc. was a growing industry and 

he encouraged the Board to examine the current associated policies. Mr. John Sell stated that many 

communities across the State are struggling with how to manage this issue when it comes to short term vacation 

rentals and land use. Chairman Turner suggested that the Board consider placing a 90-day moratorium on 

conditional use permits for short term vacation rentals within all land use classifications until the Board of 

Commissioners had an opportunity to meet with the Planning Commission and improve the policies for this 

issue. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a unanimous vote to 

implement a 90-day moratorium on conditional use permits for short term vacation rentals within all land use 

classifications. It was noted that this would not affect specifically those properties in R-3 where short term 

vacation rentals is a permitted use and does not require a conditional use permit. It was emphasized that 

homeowner’s associations (HOA’s) needed to review restrictive covenants and if the HOA wanted to restrict 

this type of use within their subdivision they could revise their covenants accordingly. Chairman Turner 

clarified that any applications already in the process would be heard by the Board. Mr. Mike Mays, 1254 

Duncan Bridge Road Sautee Nacoochee, GA stated that subdivision HOA’s are wanting the County to handle 

the issue because they have had a difficult time with it as well. There was a consensus of the Board that 

subdivision HOA’s needed to be encouraged to discuss the issue and update covenants if necessary to clearly 

state if short term vacation rentals will be allowed within the subdivision by covenant.  

 

Mr. John Sell presented proposed revisions to the White County Subdivision Regulations (Appendix A) – 

Article 5 Procedures and Requirements for Plat and Plan Approval, Section 513 Application for Final Plat 

Approval. He stated that the proposed revision would give more options for the financial instruments accepted 

for developers to provide the county performance bonds. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote 

to approve County Resolution No. 2019-01:  
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous vote 

to table appointments to the White County Historic Preservation Committee until the next meeting in order to 

gather necessary information from applicants.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commission Goodger there was a unanimous vote 

to approve the purchase of a replacement firewall device from CDW-G under state contract pricing in the 

amount of $19,170.26 – to be funded from SPLOST. 

 

Mr. John Sell stated that on November 21, 2018 White County Code Enforcement received a complaint 

regarding a possible violation of the Mountain Protection Ordinance at 186 Cub Trail Sautee Nacoochee, GA 

(Panorama Subdivision). He stated that upon investigation there had been a violation and the property owner, 

Mr. Noel Clackum, was notified of the violation of County Code Section 30-284.5 the contractor stopped work 

immediately, and the property owner had been very cooperative. It was established that Mr. Clackum had 

purchased the property in March 2018 and the plat recorded for the property was stamped in 2004, prior to the 

adoption of Mountain Protection in November 2005. Mr. Clackum stated that he had relied on the advice from 

the contractor who specialized in view clearing and who had very good references in his research. He also 

explained that the clearing he was having done was very similar to the clearing on other properties in his 

subdivision and he was unaware of the Mountain Protection regulations. In total he advised the 6 to 7 trees were 

cleared, which would have been 3-4 more trees than allowed under the regulations – and he wanted to 

emphasize that the area had not been clear cut. Chairman Turner suggested that the Board direct staff to review 

the information and come back to the Board at the next meeting with a recommendation for remediation and 

penalty.  
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to direct staff to review the information and come back to the Board at the next meeting with a 

recommendation for remediation and penalty for the Mountain Protection violation at 186 Cub trail Sautee 

Nacoochee, GA.  

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon, Finance Director, presented proposed revisions to the Capital Asset Policy for the Board’s 

consideration. She stated that the revisions included increasing the capital asset threshold from $2,000.00 to 

$5,000.00 and changing language from “fixed asset” to “capital asset”. She requested the policy revisions be 

effective retroactively to July 1, 2018. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote 

to adopt County Resolution No. 2019-02 as follows: 
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to re-appoint Commissioner Bryant as the Board’s vice-chair for 2019. 

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the monthly Financial Status Report (see attached).  
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Mr. Melton advised the Board the bridge rehabilitation project on New Bridge Road and complete. 

 

Mr. Melton presented two (2) quotes to the Board for an emergency power system for the Administration 

Building. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a 

unanimous vote to purchase an emergency power system for the Administration Building from Anderson Power 

Services in the amount of $26,000.00 – with funding to come from SPLOST.  

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment.  

 

Chairman Turner recognized Ms. Linda Hubbard who was in attendance and expressed appreciation to her for 

her service on the White County Board of Health.  

 

Ms. Judy Lovell, White County Historical Society, announced that the potter statute would be installed in 

February.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous vote 

to adjourn the meeting.  

 

The minutes of the January 7, 2019 Work Session & Regular Meeting are approved as stated this 4
th

 day of 

February, 2019.  

 

 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

s/Travis C. Turner 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 


