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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

MINUTES OF THE BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING & CALLED MEETING HELD 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2020 AT 4:30 P.M. 

 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a Budget Public Hearing (FY 21) and Called Meeting on 

Monday, June 15, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. in the Board Room at the White County Administration Building. Present 

for the meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, 

Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Jason Cobb, Finance Director Jodi 

Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy.  

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order.  

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget as follows:  
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Ms. Ligon noted that the construction bonds for the White County Sheriff’s Office & Detention Center would 

be paid off as of January 1, 2021 – following the 10 year repayment and the increased expense to the county for 

employee health insurance was equal to an approximate 6% pay increase for county employees.  

 

Chairman Turner stated that the decision to replicate the FY 2021 Budget from the FY 2020 Budget was a 

precaution taken in order to evaluate revenues during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. He also advised that 

the Board had adopted a spending freeze as a precautionary measure as well. He explained that the reduction in 

revenues had not been as dramatic as predicted and the budget would be re-evaluated for amendments in the 

near future.  

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comments on the proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Budget. There were 

no comments. The floor was closed.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to adopt a resolution (County Resolution No.  2020-06) approving the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget as follows: 
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-End of County Resolution No. 2020-06- 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to adopt the minutes of the Called Meeting held May 28, 2020 (including Executive Session Minutes), the 

Work Session & Regular Meeting held June 1, 2020, and the Public Hearing held June 8, 2020 (including 

Executive Session Minutes). 

 

Sheriff Neal Walden presented a surplus resolution related to ten (10) vehicles that he planned to sell by 

auction. He noted that some had major mechanical issues and others were past their useful length of service due 

to high mileage and wear and tear.  
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to approve a surplus resolution (County Resolution No. 2020-07) for the White County Sheriff’s Office, 

with proceeds of the surplus sale to be returned to the Sheriff’s Office budget. 
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-End of County Resolution 2020-07- 

 

 

Mr. John Sell, Director of Community & Economic Development, presented a land use application filed by 

Samuel and Louise Hersey to request a conditional use permit at 433 Laurel Ridge Road Cleveland, GA 30528 

– tax map / parcel 059D-109 on 1.0 acres. The proposed used was to place in a “short term rental” program and 

the present use was R-1, residential single family district. Mr. Sell stated that the Planning Commission had 

held a public hearing on the application, there was no opposition to the application, the application met the 

requirements of the ordinance, and the Planning Commission issued a recommendation of approval for the 

application. Mr. Samuel Hersey advised the Board that he and his wife had recently purchased the property for 

family use and wanted to have the option to rent on a short term basis when their family was not utilizing the 

property.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the land use application filed by Samuel and Louise Hersey for a conditional use permit at 433 

Laurel Ridge Road Cleveland, GA 30528 – tax map / parcel 059D-109 on 1.0 acres. The approved used was to 

place in a “short term rental” program and the present use was R-1, residential single family district. 
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous  

vote to approve the following board appointments: 

 Reappointment of Mr. Todd Marks to the White County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors for a 

two (2) year term to expire June 30, 2022;  

 Reappointment of Ms. Nita Decker to the White County Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) for a 

three (3) year term to expire June 30, 2023;  

 Reappointment of Ms. Pam Walden to the White County Department of Family & Children’s Services 

(DFACS) Board for a five (5) year term to expire June 30, 2025; and 

 Reappointment of Mr. Bill Black as the private sector representative on the Georgia Mountains Regional 

Commission Council for a one (1) year term to expire June 30, 2021. 

 

There was direction given to re-advertise the vacancy on the Department of Behavioral Health & 

Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD) Advisory Board, as Ms. Beverly Sell did not request reappointment of 

her term expiring June 30, 2020.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a vote to 

reappoint Mr. Mike Mays and Mr. David Sills to the White County Water Authority Board of Directors for a 

two (2) year term to expire June 30, 2022. Commissioner Holcomb and Chairman Turner voted in favor of the 

motion. Commissioner Nix abstained from the vote due to his position as the Director of the Water Authority. 

The motion passed by a 4-0 vote.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the letter of engagement for Rushton & Company, LLC for completion of the Fiscal Year 

2019/2020 financial audit. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to renew the contract for landscaping services at Freedom Park with The Chattahoochee Group in the amount of  

$9,120.00. 

 

Mr. Joe Gailey presented renewal of a contract with Unlimited Lawn Care in the amount of $12,600.00. He 

explained that this company had been providing treatment (pre/post emergent, fertilizer, weed control, ant 

control, etc.) for the old fields at the Asbestos Road Park and for the Tesnatee Creek Sports Complex for a 

number of years; however this proposed contract would add the Yonah Preserve ballfields.  The Board directed 

that this contract be bid out for 2021.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the contract with Unlimited Lawn Care in the amount of $12,600.00 for the treatment of the 

athletic fields at Parks & Recreation.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the following annual agency contracts for funding in the FY 2021 Budget: 

 Avita Community Partners (Mental Health) – General Fund; $7,500.00 

 Enotah Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) - General Fund; $3,020.00 

 Family Connection - General Fund; $10,000.00 

 Sautee Nacoochee Community Association – Hotel / Motel Tax Fund; $37,000.00 

 White County Board of Library Trustees - General Fund; $83,902.00 

 White County Chamber of Commerce – Hotel / Motel Tax Fund; 15% - Estimated $132,825.00 
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 White County Convention & Visitors Bureau – Hotel / Motel Tax Fund; 33% - Estimated $292,103.00 

 White County Department of Family & Children Services– General Fund; $39,500.00 

 White County Development Authority – General Fund; $15,000.00 and, 

 White County Historical Society - Hotel / Motel Tax Fund; $20,400.00. 

 

The annual contract for the White County Health Department was tabled until the June 29, 2020 meeting – 

pending information requested by the Board.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the following bank signatory resolutions (County Resolution No. 2020-08 for certificate of 

deposit accounts and County Resolution No. 2020-09 for all other accounts).  
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-End of  County Resolution 2020-08- 
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-End of County Resolution No. 2020-09- 

 

Ms. Shanda Murphy presented the renewal for Property & Liability Insurance with ACCG-IRMA (Association 

County Commissioners of Georgia – Interlocal Risk Management Agency) for 2020-2021. She noted that the 

increase of $32,093.00 from FY 20 ($221,069.00) to FY 21 ($253,162.00) was related to increased payroll, 

claims experience, and new property values. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 

approve the renewal for Property & Liability Insurance with ACCG-IRMA (Association County 

Commissioners of Georgia – Interlocal Risk Management Agency) for 2020-2021 in the amount of 

$253,162.00. 

 

Chairman Turner highlighted the importance of the work still being done by the White County Senior Center - 

even during their time of extended closure as a result of the pandemic. He stated that last week 152 congregate 

(pick up) meals were served and 651 home delivered meals were served.  

 

Mr. Cobb stated that the parks and recreation facilities would be completely reopened on June 22, 2020 and bids 

for the 2020 road paving projects would be in on June 19 and June 22.  

 

Commissioner Nix expressed his appreciation for the condolences provided to his family with the recent 

passing of his father – Edsel Nix. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss matters of personnel and litigation.  

 

-See The Following Closed Meeting Affidavit- 



June 15, 2020 – Public Hearing & Called Meeting Minutes (continued) 

 

16 

 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous vote 

to exit Executive Session. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Chairman Turner there was a unanimous vote to 

adjourn the meeting.  

 

 

The minutes of the June 15, 2020 Public Hearing and Called Meeting are approved as stated this 29
th

 day of 

June, 2020. 

 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

                            s/Travis C. Turner                                                                                                   

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 

 

 

 


