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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

MINUTES OF THE FY 19/20 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING  

&  

CALLED MEETING HELD 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 AT 4:30 P.M. 

 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a FY 19/20 Budget Public Hearing and Called 

Meeting on Monday, June 10, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. in the Board Room at the White County 

Administration Building. Present for the meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner 

Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig 

Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, Finance Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk 

Shanda Murphy.  

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order.  

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon made the following presentation:  
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Ms. Ligon emphasized that the proposed budget presented was based on revenue reflecting the 

millage rate remaining at 10.75; however the final tax digest would not be available until July. 

There was discussion regarding the fund balance noted and that this amount was anticipated to 

increase once the FY 19 audit was completed.  

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment.  

 

Mr. Ridley Kinsey, 284 Forked Leaf Road Cleveland, GA – stated he was pleased to see the 

budget increase was at 2.6% versus the 10.6% increase for the FY 19 budget. He asked for the 

estimated percentage increase in the tax digest – Ms. Ligon stated that the preliminary tax digest 

showed an increase of 4%. Mr. Ridley asked if there were any estimates on the traffic coming 

into Yonah Preserve. Chairman Turner shared traffic count data which he routinely receives – 

illustrating that depending on the weather, 350 to 460 vehicles were counted daily when entering 

Yonah Preserve Trails. Mr. Ridley asked if there were any additional plans for the development 

of Yonah Preserve. Chairman Turner advised that the pavilion was near completion and was 

funded with hotel / motel tax funds. Mr. Ridley asked about an anticipated increase in hotel / 

motel tax revenue due to the recently adopted short term rental regulations. The Board discussed 

how this revenue had increased over the years; however they did not anticipate a direct increase 

due to the regulations adopted. There was confirmation that the Drug Task Force was self- 

funding and White County does not contribute funds to the operation. Mr. Ridley asked for a 

priority list of road improvements – Mr. Cangemi, Director of Public Works, detailed the current 

projects and projects in the bidding process.  

 

With no additional public comments – Chairman Turner closed the floor. He announced that the 

proposed budget would be presented again on Monday, June 17, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. – followed by 

the Board considering the adoptION of the proposed FY 19/20 budget. 

 

Mr. Melton asked for guidance from the Board of Commissioners on application for the next 

round of trail grants through the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR). There was a 

consensus of the Board that efforts needed to be focused on the development of a master site 

plan for Yonah Preserve prior to additional development on the property.  
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Mr. John Erbele asked about the status of plans for a fire station adjacent to Yonah Preserve (off 

of Mauldin Road) which had been previously discussed. Chairman Turner stated that the Board 

had discussed the project; however there are no plans at this time for the project – mostly due to 

other projects holding a higher priority (i.e. courthouse security renovations and expansion). 

 

Chairman Turner announced that an addendum would be presented to the Board for the paving 

of Asa Dorsey Road (entire length from Lothridge Road to Hwy 254) due to a design change that 

made it possible to pave this entire section as opposed to the partial section paving which was 

bid. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a 

unanimous vote to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss personnel. 

 

-See The Following Closed Meeting Affidavit- 

 

Upon a motion made by commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a 

unanimous vote to exit Executive Session.  

 

Mr. Melton advised the Board that Habersham Electric would be installing electrical and fiber to 

Yonah Preserve Trails on June 18, 2019 and Charles Black construction would begin clean up 

around the pavilion site and begin securing the facility. 

 

Mr. Melton presented a request from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) – 

asking that the county pay for the power bill related to flashing curve lighting to be installed on 

Duncan Bridge Road just before the intersection with Blue Creek Road. The estimated cost 

would be $11 per month. There was not a consensus on this request at this time. Mr. Melton 

would be following up with the Board on this request at a later date.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there 

was a unanimous vote to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

The minutes of the June 10, 2019 Budget Public Hearing and Called Meeting are hereby 

approved as stated this 17
th

 day of June, 2019.  

 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

____________________________________ 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

____________________________________ 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

____________________________________ 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

____________________________________ 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

_____________________________________ 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

______________________________________ 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


