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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING HELD 

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019 AT 4:30 P.M. 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a Called Meeting on Monday, June 17, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. in 

the Board Room at the White County Administration Building.  Present for the meeting were: Chairman Travis 

Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner 

Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, Finance Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda 

Murphy.  

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order.  

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mr. Garvis Kinsey provided the invocation.  

 

A presentation of proclamation was made to Mr. Garvis and Mr. Judy Kinsey on the occasion of their retirement 

from ministry and White Creek Christian Academy. The Board expressed their appreciation to the Kinsey’s for 

their service and commitment to the community. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to adopt the minutes of the June 4, 2019 Work Session & Regular Meeting and the June 10, 2019 Called 

Meeting (including Executive Session Minutes). 

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon, Finance Director, made the following presentation (2
nd

 of 2) of the proposed budget for the 

2019-2020 Fiscal Year.  
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Ms. Ligon emphasized that the proposed budget presented was based on revenue reflecting the millage rate 

remaining at 10.75; however the final tax digest would not be available until July. There was discussion 

regarding the fund balance noted and that this amount was anticipated to increase once the FY 19 audit was 

completed.  

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment concerning the proposed budget as presented.  

 

There were no public comments – the floor was closed.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 

adopt County Resolution 2019-10 approving the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Budget for White County as follows: 
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019- 10 

 

A RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, Budgets for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 have been prepared 

and submitted to the Governing Authority; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of White County has studied and revised the proposed budgets; and it 

is considered in the best interest of White County to adopt them; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of White County that the budgets attached 

hereto for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 are approved. 

 

This 17
TH

 day of June, 2019. 

                                                    WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

       s/Travis C. Turner 

       Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

       s/Terry D. Goodger 

       Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

           

                                                                                s/Lyn Holcomb                                           

         Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

                                                                                     s/Edwin Nix                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                        Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

         s/Craig Bryant 

         Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

       ATTEST: 

 

       s/Shanda Murphy 

       Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 17, 2019 – Called Meeting Minutes (continued) 
 

12 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



June 17, 2019 – Called Meeting Minutes (continued) 
 

13 
 

 

 
Chairman Turner explained recent changes to the White County Code, Land Use Regulations – whereby only 

the Planning Commission would conduct land use public hearings. He stated that he would open the floor for 

any comments and asked if there was anyone present who would like to comment on any of the three (3) land 

use redistricting applications being presented – there was no response from anyone in attendance.  

 

Mr. John Sell, Director of Community & Economic Development, presented the land use application filed by 

Mr. Gary Bowen to redistrict property located at 4680 Hwy 115 East Cleveland, GA 30528 from C1 

Community Commercial District to C2 Highway Business District – with the total acreage being 1.66 in tax 

parcel 076-225A. In summary, Mr. Sell stated that Mr. Bowen had purchased the property and expanded the 

building for his electrical contracting business; therefore necessitating the need to redistrict the property from a 

non-conforming use in C1. He indicated that the Planning Commission had held a public hearing on the 

application (at which there were no comments in support or in objection to the application) and the Planning 

Commission issued a recommendation to approve the application. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the land use application filed by Mr. Gary Bowen to redistrict property located at 4680 Hwy 

115 East Cleveland, GA 30528 from C1 Community Commercial District to C2 Highway Business District – 

with the total acreage being 1.66 in tax parcel 076-225A. 

 

Mr. John Sell presented the land use application filed by Mr. James Penner to redistrict property located at 5050 

Hwy 129 North Cleveland, GA from C1 Community Commercial to A1 Agriculture / Forestry – with the total 

acreage being 28.67 in tax parcel 017-094D. He stated that Mr. Penner owns The Cottage Winery which was 

previously designated as a non-conforming use and with plans to expand the tasting room at this location – 

redistricting the property became necessary in order to expand. Mr. Sell indicated that the Planning Commission 

had held a public hearing on the application (at which there were no comments in support or in objection to the 

application) and the Planning Commission issued a recommendation to approve the application. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote 

to approve the land use application filed by Mr. James Penner to redistrict property located at 5050 Hwy 129 

North Cleveland, GA from C1 Community Commercial to A1 Agriculture / Forestry – with the total acreage 

being 28.67 in tax parcel 017-094D. 
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Mr. Sell presented the land use application filed by Mr. James and Mrs. Sydney Vandiver to redistrict property 

located on Asbestos Road Cleveland, GA from C1 Community Commercial to R3 Residential-Seasonal – with 

the total acreage being 2.23 in tax parcel 045C-007. Mr. Sell stated that the Vandivers had developed the 

property into a 19 site RV park in 1996 and they are planning to market and sell the property as an RV site, 

therefore redistricting was required. He indicated that the Planning Commission had held a public hearing on 

the application (at which there were no comments in support or in objection to the application) and the Planning 

Commission issued a recommendation to approve the application. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the land use application filed by Mr. James and Mrs. Sydney Vandiver to redistrict property 

located on Asbestos Road Cleveland, GA from C1 Community Commercial to R3 Residential-Seasonal – with 

the total acreage being 2.23 in tax parcel 045C-007. 

 

Ms. Barbara Overton, Director of Senior Services, presented the 2019-2020 contract with Legacy Link Inc. for 

funding (in the amount of $200,251.00) the operations of the White County Senior Center – including the local 

share commitment letter ($11,450.00). 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to approve the 2019-2020 contract with Legacy Link Inc. for funding (in the amount of $200,251.00) the 

operations of the White County Senior Center – including the local share commitment letter ($11,450.00). 

The Board expressed their appreciation to Ms. Overton for her work at the White County Senior Center and for 

making the transition from the long-time director, who had retired, very smooth.  

 

Mr. Dave Cangemi, Director of Public Works, presented the bids received for road improvement projects on 

Asa Dorsey Road, Old Blue Creek Road, F-M Road, Shepherd Drive, Fire Station 6 Parking / Driveway, and 

Yonah Preserve Trailhead Road / Parking. He stated that four (4) bids were submitted; however two (2) bids 

were disqualified due to the acknowledgment of addenda not being included in the bid response. He indicated 

that of the qualified bids – the low bidder was Colwell Construction at $393,900.40. Mr. Cangemi explained 

that the additional paving on Asa Dorsey Road (estimated to be $39,000.00), which had been discussed, was not 

included in these bids and would have to be handled as a change order once the bid was awarded. It was also 

noted that funds for these projects had been encumbered in the SPLOST account.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote to 

award the road improvement projects for Asa Dorsey Road, Old Blue Creek Road, F-M Road, Shepherd Drive, 

Fire Station 6 Parking / Driveway, and Yonah Preserve Trailhead Road / Parking to Colwell Construction in the 

amount of $392,900.46 – with a change order to be brought before the Board for additional work on Asa Dorsey 

Road – to be funded through SPLOST.  

 

Mr. Cangemi provided a brief update on other road projects and stated that the road department would be 

moving forward with the projects as quickly as possible.  

 

Ms. Shanda Murphy presented the 2019-2020 ACCG-IRMA (Association County Commissioners of Georgia 

Inter-local Risk Management Agency) proposal for liability insurance coverage in the amount of $221,069.00. 

She stated this was an $18,462.00 increase over FY 19 and she had verified with ACCG that the increase was 

related to the pooled counties claims experience, with White County’s increase (9%) being lower than the 

pool’s average increase (11%). 
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Nix, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous vote 

to approve the 2019-2020 ACCG-IRMA (Association County Commissioners of Georgia Inter-local Risk 

Management Agency) proposal for liability insurance coverage in the amount of $221,069.00. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to renew the contract with The Chattahoochee Group for landscape services at Freedom Park in the annual base 

amount of $9,120.00 – with extra services (turf treatment, aeration / top dressing, and pine straw) being priced 

separately.  

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the bids received for propane for county facilities.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to award the bid for propane services for county facilities to Blossman Gas at the rate of $1.059 per gallon.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to appoint Mr. Michael Fisher to the White County Department of Family & Children’s Service Board for 

a five (5) year term to expire June 30, 2024. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to re-appoint Mr. Bill Black as the private sector appointee to the Georgia Mountains Regional 

Commission Council for a one (1) year term to expire June 30, 2020. 

 

Ms. Jodi Ligon presented the monthly Financial Status Report (see attached). 

 

During County Manager Comments - Mr. Melton advised he had worked with Georgia Forestry and obtained a 

good table to reference relative to dollar amounts to apply in the case of violations to the county’s Mountain and 

Hillside Protection (MHP) Ordinance. He stated that the county attorney was in the process of reviewing the 

information. He also stated that a third MHP violation had been identified and he is working with an arborist to 

determine the extent of the violation; however it is estimated that 27 trees were cut in this violation. He also 

verified that he had been in communication with Sloane and Clackum (previous MHP violators) regarding the 

settlement offered to them by the Board of Commissioners. Mr. Melton also updated the Board that the county 

attorney is in the process of finalizing a temporary construction easement agreement (for Stanley Lawson) 

related to improvements on Asa Dorsey Road. 

 

Chairman Turner opened the floor for public comment.  

 

Ms. Beth Truelove, President of the White County Chamber of Commerce, spoke about the Chamber’s annual 

member’s luncheon which is scheduled for August.  

 

The Board’s meeting schedule for June and July was confirmed.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to adjourn the meeting.  

 

The minutes of the June 17, 2019 Called Meeting of the White County Board of Commissioners are hereby 

approved as stated this 5th day of August, 2019. 
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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

s/Travis C. Turner 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 

 

  

 

 

 


