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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING HELD  

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2019 AT 8:00 A.M. 

 

The White County Board of Commissioners held a Called Meeting on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 8:00 

a.m. in the Board Room at the White County Administration Building. Present for the meeting were: Chairman 

Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, Commissioner Edwin Nix, 

Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, County Attorney Mary Jane Henneke, Finance 

Director Jodi Ligon, and County Clerk Shanda Murphy. 

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a unanimous 

vote to table the land use application filed by Robert McClure to request a conditional use permit at 1111 

Satterfield Road Cleveland, GA 30528 – tax parcel 074-008 and total acres 6.70 – with the proposed use being 

to place in a “short term rental” program – the item was tabled due to Mr. McClure (or a representative) not 

being in attendance.  

 

Mr. Kevin Hamby, SPLOST Manager, presented the SPLOST Status Report (see attached). 

 

Chairman Turner asked Mr. Hamby how the amount budgeted (or encumbered) for the road projects compared 

to the amounts actually being paid out. He stated that amounts paid out on the projects were a good bit more 

than the original budgeted amounts. Chairman Turner asked Mr. Hamby and Ms. Ligon to prepare a report 

comparing the amounts originally budgeted on these projects to the amounts actually paid out upon completion. 

Commissioner Nix stated that he wanted to see an account for the reasons for any discrepancies between 

budgeted and actual on the road projects.  Chairman Turner stated that following some research, the bonds for 

the jail construction project would not be eligible for pay-off at this time due to the terms of the refinance.  

 

Mr. Berrong Kimsey represented Mr. Robert Sloane on a request to the Board that his short term vacation rental 

property located at 334 Alpine Drive Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571 be reconsidered for grandfathered status 

under the White County Land Use Ordinance – Section 700. He stated that Mr. Sloane had been remitting 

lodging tax to the county for 334 Alpine Drive since August 2018 until the county began returning his payments 

in March 2019 (August 2018 – January 2019 were remitted and credited) and he has a business license for his 

short term rental property in Cameron Acres. Mr. Kimsey stated that Mr. Sloane had obtained permission from 

the property owner’s association to have a vacation rental at 334 Alpine Drive. Mr. Kimsey stated that the 

county had issued a cease and desist letter for the Alpine Drive property although it should have been 

grandfathered.  He spoke of the expense Mr. Sloane had in order to make required improvements to his septic 

system, etc.  

 

Ms. Henneke stated that if taxes were collected and paid to the county for an unauthorized short term rental – 

the remedy for that would be for those taxes to be refunded and that alone was not grounds for something 

incorrect to be allowed to continue. She stated there were several areas that could have resulted in confusion on 

Mr. Sloane’s behalf where the Board could give him the benefit of the doubt if they so choose – however he did 

not have a license and registration for the Alpine Drive property as required for grandfathered status. He would 

either have to revise his current occupational license & registration to reflect both properties (currently only 
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denotes Cameron House) or he would have to obtain a separate occupational license & registration for the 

Alpine Drive property. Mr. Kimsey stated that Mr. Sloane would do whatever the county required.  

 

Mr. John Burgess, 356 Alpine Drive Sautee Nacoochee, GA, stated he lived next door to Mr. Sloane’s property 

and he did not have any knowledge of the homeowner’s association approving Mr. Sloane utilizing the property 

as a vacation rental. He stated that he has great concerns about noise and safety with this short term rental 

property.  

 

Commissioner Bryant encouraged Mr. Burgess to report any issues with the rental to code enforcement.  

 

Mr. Kimsey stated that Mr. Sloane did not allow renters younger than 30 years old, he has plenty of parking, 

and the property is bordered by Leyland cypress trees for privacy.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Holcomb there was a unanimous vote to 

grandfather Robert Sloane’s short term rental property (from being required to obtain a conditional use permit 

under the White County Land Use Ordinance) at 334 Alpine Drive Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571.  

 

The updated local legislation (as was revised by the legislative counsel) for the creation of a Board of Elections 

and Registration was presented to the Board. Judge Baker spoke of how he and the current registrar are working 

together to combine the functions of their offices in preparation of this transition.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Bryant there was a unanimous 

vote to ratify County Resolution 2019-21 related to the final approval of local legislation to be submitted during 

the  2020 legislative session creating a White County Board of Elections and Registration.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-21(b) 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REQUESTING LOCAL LEGISLATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE  

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION 

            WHEREAS, in compliance with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 21-2-40, the White County 

Board of Commissioners, along with the express consent of Probate Judge Garrison Baker, are desirous of 

creating a White County Board of Elections and Registration, and 

            WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for its powers and duties; to provide for definitions; to provide for 

the composition of the board and the selection and appointment of members; to provide for the qualification, 

terms, and removal of members; to provide for oaths and privileges; to provide for meetings, procedures, and 

vacancies; to relieve certain officers of powers and duties and to provide for the transfer of functions to the 

newly created board; to provide for certain expenditures of public funds; to provide for compensation of 

members of the board and personnel; to provide-for offices and equipment; to provide for the board's 

performance of certain functions and duties for certain municipalities; to provide for related matters; to provide 

an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes; and 

          WHEREAS, in order to achieve this objective, local legislation establishing the same must be passed by 

the Georgia General Assembly;            
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             THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the White County Board of Commissioners, hereby requests 

the filing of local legislation to establish the White County Board of Elections and Registration for 

consideration and approval in the 2020 Georgia General Assembly Legislative Session. Said Board shall be 

governed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the proposed legislation attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

RESOLVED this 2
nd

 day of December, 2019. 

RATIFIED following final revisions by Legislative Counsel this 17
th

 day of December, 2020. 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

s/Travis C. Turner 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

Attest: s/Shanda Murphy 

             Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 
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Mr. Melton presented an update to the Board on the $50,000.00 grant the county applied for through the 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources / Land and Water Conservation Fund for the construction of a new 

playground adjacent to the Yonah Preserve Ballfield Complex. He stated the county had been approved for the 

grant funding; however the state was in discussion with the federal side regarding language within the grant 

agreement that they had not been able to come to an agreement on as of yet.  Staff was given direction to 

proceed with the bidding of the playground project, as the Board wanted to have the installation complete by 

March / April 2020. Chairman Turner stated that this would need to be a project that could be added on to in the 

future.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Goodger there was a unanimous 

vote to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss matters of personnel and litigation.  

 

-See The Following Closed Meeting Affidavit- 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to exit Executive Session.  

 

The Board briefly discussed their wishes to begin looking at options for evaluation of the county’s computer 

system as relates to potential cyber security issues. 

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to adjourn the meeting.  

 

 

The minutes of the December 17, 2019 Called Meeting are approved as stated this 6
th

 day of January, 2020. 

 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

s/Travis C. Turner 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 

 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 

 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 

 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 

 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 

 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 


