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WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

MINUTES OF THE EMERGENCY CALLED MEETING HELD 

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2020 AT 10:00 A.M. 

 

The White County Board of Commissioners held An Emergency Called Meeting on Thursday, March 26, 2020 

at 10:00 a.m. This meeting was conducted by teleconference and Facebook Live due to the COVID-19 health 

emergency. The meeting, agenda, and teleconference instructions were advertised to the public and the meeting 

was conducted within the guidelines provided by emergency order of Governor Brian Kemp. Present for the 

meeting were: Chairman Travis Turner, Commissioner Terry Goodger, Commissioner Lyn Holcomb, 

Commissioner Edwin Nix, Commissioner Craig Bryant, County Manager Michael Melton, and County Clerk 

Shanda Murphy. 

 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order. 

 

Mr. David Murphy, Public Safety Director, provided an update on the county’s COVID-19 response – 

reviewing the status of cases statewide, regionally, and locally. He indicated that White County had one (1) 

confirmed case at this time. He highlighted issues in lack of communication which had been experienced and 

measures that have been taken in an attempt to improve communications. He also gave a summary of White 

County’s public information campaign and the recreation locations which were being closed by the U.S. Forest 

Service. He addressed concerns voiced by Commissioners on the high volume of tourist related traffic within 

the county over the past weekend. He stated that he expected this to decrease with the order issued by the 

Governor, with orders being issued on the local level, and with the closure of the U.S. Forest Service recreation 

areas. Commissioner Nix asked that press releases be shared with the Atlanta area media.  Mr. Murphy 

informed that the state parks had taken some initiatives – however were remaining open at this time.  

 

Sheriff Neal Walden stated that he was looking forward to the Board of Commissioners adopting a directive 

which would allow additional options in dealing with the issues law enforcement are encountering on a daily 

basis. He was also pleased about the closing of some of the recreation areas within the county.  

 

Mr. Melton presented an option A and option B resolution for the purpose of declaring a state of emergency in 

White County and to establish an emergency protective ordinance to control the spread of COVID-19. He 

explained that the only difference in the two (2) ordinances was the option A completely closed wineries and 

breweries and option B allowed wineries and breweries to continue to sell closed retail packages – both options 

disallowed the operation of tasting rooms. He noted this resolution would only apply to the unincorporated area 

of White County – both the City of Helen and the City of Cleveland would be adopting emergency resolutions 

for their municipalities. Mr. Murphy explained that the county’s emergency operations plan under a local state 

of emergency was not being enacted at this time.  

 

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Goodger, seconded by Commissioner Holcomb there was a unanimous 

vote to adopt the following resolution:  
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Upon a motion made by Commissioner Holcomb, seconded by Commissioner Nix there was a unanimous vote 

to adjourn the meeting.  
 

The minutes of the March 26, 2020 Called Meeting are hereby approved as stated this 27th day of April, 2020.  
 

 

WHITE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

s/Travis C. Turner 

Travis C. Turner, Chairman 
 

s/Terry D. Goodger 

Terry D. Goodger, District 1 
 

s/Lyn Holcomb 

Lyn Holcomb, District 2 
 

s/Edwin Nix 

Edwin Nix, District 3 
 

s/Craig Bryant 

Craig Bryant, District 4 
 

s/Shanda Murphy 

Shanda Murphy, County Clerk 

 


